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EXTRA SESSION CALLED

AS PRESIDENT DECIDES

UPON DEFINITE ACTION

Congress to Convene April 2 Wilson Determined
to Meet Germany's High Sea Campaign With

T- -

Drastic steps nxecutive win rroDaDiy tsc
- ii r. .- - a. a ...! C. tuiven run rower to ci rvctuai oidic ut tary or tne Xavy Danieis late this

Now Exists, It Is Admitted. (ern " that the date for tjhe
, opening of bids on the fifteen new de

DECLARATION OF WAR MAY ''
BE FIRST ACTION TAKEN

Clash With Teutons Now Seems Inevitable
Army and Navy Will Be Recruited Rapidly
Until Largest in Nation's History Messages
Flood White House Demanding Activities
Military Training Conference to Be Held.

WASHINGTON. March 21. President Wilson today called Con-

gress into extra session for April 2. I le ha' decided to meet Gernvuiy "s

high sea campaign with open action. War today seemed just ahead.

Congress will 'he asked to consider aggressive steps to he taken toward

the German government.

With a state of war admittedly ex- - j

T" ... .1isting as a result of the at at- -

tacks on American merchant ships, a

declaration of war may be the first ac-

tion of Congress. If the President

does not demand a declaration of war.

Congress may do so. Some believe

this action will be taken. Others,

however, feel that Congress will mere-

ly admit that a state or war exists

and then grant the President full

powers to take such steps as he deems

necessary to meet the crisis.
(

This was the action authorized
just before the Spanish-America- n

War. In any event, steps will

be laken to put the army and navy on

a war-footin-
g in such proportions as

these branches of national defense

have never before in the history of

this country been undertaken.
Chance of Averting War Closes.

The possibilities of averting open

hostilities with Germany appear to

have closed. The President's decis-

ion is based on the tremendous appeal

from the entire country for the aveng-

ing of Germany's killing of American

citizens and the destruction of Am-

erican property in contravention of

international law.
The President's course marks the

end of his consistent efforts to keep

this country at peace with Germany

that it might "perform the greater
service of restoring reason to war-tor- n

Europe." In reaching his con-

clusion to lay before Congress his de-

termination, Persident Wilson has
brought to an end the struggle to

"hold out against positive organiza

tion for warlike action to the last."
President Wilson was forced to take
the stand and force the Issue.
People Urge Action Upon President.

Appeals by many persons and hun-

dreds of telegrams have urged upon

the President the need of aggressiv.

action immediately, "not only for
American defense, but for the sake of

the world." In this connection it oc-

curred that President Wilson, about a
year ago, told some of his advisers
that he had reason to believe if the
United States would enter the war, the
struggle would end in the near future.
Advisers have told him that within
twenty-fou- r hours the effect of assum-

ing a positive stand against Germany
would be to increase the confidence of
the Russian government in its

with the other Allied forces
and perhaps create a demand in Ger-

many for the overthrowing of autoc-

racy.
Messages to White House Counsel War

It became known today that within
the last few weeks many telegrams
and messages of advice received at
the White House have counseled war,
saying that a high note of patriotism
must be struck at once.

The messages also declared the
country must have a leader to tell the
people what to do, and that it is up to
the President to decide on active steps
against Germany's military ruthless-nes- s.

This is in effect what the Presi-

dent has been told by his closest and
most trusted counselors. It is, in fact,
what was told President Wilson in the
cabinet meeting yesterday. It was in
the face of such overwhelming evi- -

... . . .I1T' 1 II 111 I -

dence that the President decided not
n lititil Aniil HT Vft flntn Yia hwt" " "" .

set for the extra session of Congress,
Wilson Loses Last Hope of Peace.
Wilson's action of today is inter-

preted by some of his cabinet mem-

bers to mean that he has lost his last
vestige ot hope that Avar might be
averted. Many of them at first knowl-
edge of the news believed that a dec-

laration of hostilities was inevitable.
The impression of high officials this

afternoon was that the President and
Secretary of War Baker may confer
with the War College heads and Sena-

tor Chamberlain regarding the best
form of universal military training to
urge before Congress. There will be
powerful Congressional pressure in
favor of adopting such a land pro-

gram.
The heads of the militia division of

the War Department were unusunlly
close mouthed today and showed an
attitude similar to that assumed pre-

vious to the mobilization of the Na-

tional Guard' for border duty.
i

'o Changes in Wilson's Cabinet. .

By United Tress
WASHINGTON, March 21. Despite

a- - growing demand for a coalition
cabinet in event "of open hostilities
between the United State and Ger
many, President Wilson at this tima
is not considering such a step, it v. as
strongly indicated this afternoon. It
was learned officially that the Presi-

dent is considering no changes in his
cabinet. It was learned positively
that no formal resignation's ot the
present cabinet membership have been
presented to the President, although
its membership, in accordance with
custom, has formally indicated to the
President willingness to retire in
case he desired it. The nearest ap-

proach, it was said, to a coalition cab-

inet would be a broader authority for
the National Council of Defense, mem-
bership of which includes all members
of Wilson's cabinet. This defense
council, authorized by Congress and
semi-offici- al body now in charge of the
important work of mobilizing the na-

tion's resources, financial, 'ndustrial,
social and individual, it seemed cer-

tain today would make President W'l-son- 's

war councIL
This is how one of Wilson's cabi-

net members described today the
probable course of action this nation
will take if war with Germany comes:

"Alignment with the Entente Allies.
The British and French fleets now in
Western Atlantic waters would be re-

leased for duty elsewhere, especially
in the submarine zone, by, being re-

placed by American Atlantic fleet.
This country does not at present plan
sending an armed expedition to Eu-

rope, because the Allies have .ill the
men they need. Our ports would be
thrown open to Allied shipping for
all purposes. Extension of un" tited
credit to the Allies, so that they mI 1

be able to purchase all the necessary
ammunition, food and supplies."

Anti-Britls- h Conspirators Confess,
By united rress ft

NEW YORK. March 21. Albert O.

Sander and Carl L. Wunnenberg, for-

merly newspaper men, who were
charged by the Government with
launching military enterprises against

I Great Britain in this country, today

withdrew their plea or not guilty and
pleade'd guilty. Their sentences w:ll

be pronounced tomorrow.

'': Y. Times Wants Sew Cabinet,
r.y Culled Press

NEW YORK. March 21. An imme-

diate reorganization of the cabinet
along patriotic, non-partis- lines is
demanded today by the New York
Times, in an editorial declaring that
"the Government is unprepared yet

the Government must carry on "the

UnuU 1'n VikiiI PrAmn.IIIILlUn .! .,U WM ...- -
' "
ny united rress

WASHINGTOX, March 21.-S- ecre

stroyers be advanced eleven days,
' from April 4 to March 24.

i Kite Americans Lost on Ylffilunrla.
I!y United Tress

WASHINGTON. March 21. Five.

Americans died in the sinking of the
American steamer Yigilancia. The
consul at. Plymouth reported the death
.ist to the State Department today.

(iennun Newspapers Deny Revolt.
By 1'nited Tress

AMSTERDAM. March 21. Rumors
of a German- - revolution were circulat-
ing on the stock exchange here to-

day. An effort to find if the rumors
were true, through telegraphic con-

nections with German newspapers,
resulted in reports that there is no
basis for the rumors.

RETREAT 10 VICTORY'

Germany Says That Is What
Retirement of Troops'in

West Means.

Hy United Tress
BERLIN"! March 21 (via wireless).

Germany has retreated to victory.

Another master stroke has been af-

fected by Field Marshal von Hinden-buf- g.

The intended plan of the Al
lies for a great spring offensive has'
hppn destrovpd.

This, in brief ,is the official expla -
nation given for the first time today
to the United Press to account for the
German retirement on the western
front:

"Germany has retreated to victory,
because the army has taken its place
in new positions long prepared. These
positions embody the "newest lessons
in war. They will force the enemy to
learn his trade all over again. They
would astound military men it their
full details were revealed and may
effectively transform the entire char-
acter of the war."

French Occupy Ten More Towns.
By United Tress

PARIS, March 21. Ten additional
villages have been occupied by the
French in their attacks in the region
north of Soissons and west of Laon,
today's official statement declares.

SUPPORTS PRESIDENT HILL

Convention of Woodmen Circle Voices
Approval of Administration.

The expression of unqualified sup-

port of President A. Ross Hill and his
administration of the University has
come from the state convention of the
Woodmen Circle composed of women,
which met at Springfield, last week.
All the dlgates were of the opinion
that the University is under an able!
and competent head and they wish no
change made. They intended .to ex-

press this opinion by a resolution,
but lack of time prevented its adop-
tion. The women therefore requested
Colonel J. W. Pooler, district manag-
er with headquarters at Springfield,
to make known their hearty sympathy
when he attended the Woodmen of the
World convention now In session here.

MRS. MILLER RETURNS HOME

Tlce-Preslde- nt of Suffrage -- League
Back From Work In Washington.

Mrs. Walter McNab Miller, vice-presid-

of the National Suffrage
League, has returned from Washing-
ton, D. C, where she has been work
ing for the league during the last
session of Congress. Mrs. Miller is
ill with the grip at her home, 1901
University avenue.

CITY CENSUS SEARS COMPLETION

Totaling of People WH1 Start Toaor- -

row, Says Y. B. Jones.
The totaling of the people in Co- -

jlumbia will probably begin tomorrow,
as only a few more districts remain to
be canvassed, according to Victor B.
Jones, secretary of the Commercial

F.G. HARRIS CAN

NOUTIiOFMI
State Senator Thinks Legis-

lature Did Best It Could
With Short Funds.

JUST WAIT, HE SAYS

Looks for Next Session to Be
Generous Proud of Gov-

ernor Gardner's Work.

Although the University of Missouri
didn't receive so much money as it
should have from the Legislature, it
fared as well as any other institu-
tion." said F. G. Harris of Columbia:
state senator from this district. "The
appropriation committee faced a hard
problem on account of the deficiency!
in funds and had to make a cut all
along the line," continued Senator
Harris.. "In my opinion the revenue
measures promulgated by Governor
Gardner will readjust the financial
machinery of the state to such an ex-

tent that the next session will be able
to give the University whatever it
asks for."

"Not a speech made in the Senate
reflected in any way on the University
and its management," he added.

Columbia May Get Electric Line.
"I introduced a bill in the senate

that I believe will put Columbia on a
transstate electric line in the near
future. This bill.allows a foreign cor-

poration to hold more than 10 per cent
of Its capital stock in this state. Un
der tfie old law a foreign corporation
was limited to owning 10 per cent.
The owners of the McKinley electric
system have given this as the reason
they can't build more roads in Mis-

souri. Governor Gardner was very
much Interested in this bill.

"One reason for the success of Gov
ernor Gardner's program was the per-
sonal fight he made in behalf ot his
measures. He was on the job all the
time, always with his hear to the

fsrnd - " w-a-
sn fault. o his if any.

of his measures failed to be adopted.
"Gardner a Sound Business Man."
"I think the Governor is a sound

business man and will give Missouri
the most successful administration it
has ever had. I supported the Gover-
nor's measures from beginning to end.
A senator going to the legislature
doe'sn't have the opportunity to study
the measures beforehand and hasn't
time after the session begins. Gov
ernor Gardner was elected on his pro-

gram; hence I though it my duty to
abide bythe governor."

The last General Assembly was far
ahead of any previous one, according
to Senator. Harris. More construc-
tive legislation was enacted than ever
before, he thinks, and more genuine
harmony prevailed in both bodies of
the Legislature.

Bill Will Help Prohibition.
"A bill that will help the prohibi-

tion cause in Missouri is one that pro
vides for contests when constitution-- !
al questions are voted on," he contin-
ued. "I believe the prohibition amend-
ment would tiave carried in Missouri
last November had a fair count been
made in St. Louis. Jackson County
by voting 'dry' showed the city ele-

ment was opposed to the liquor traf-
fic. A bill closely related to this Is
one providing for challengers at con-

stitutional elections. Both bills pass-

ed. They were introduced and han-
dled by me in the senate.

"The measure doing away with the
contract system of labor at the peni-
tentiary was an excellent thing. It
places Missouri in the class of pro
gressive states. It was a piece of
really humanitarian legislation. A bill
providing that all state and eleemosy
nary institutions be managed by a
board of control was defeated. I sup
ported this bill in the senate and real
ly believe it would have been economi
cally advantageous.

Recording Tax Bill Fails.
"Another bill I Insisted on was the.

mortgage recording tax bill. This
bill passed the senate, but failed in the
house. It would have added about B.
$500,000 to the annual revenue of the
state and would have equalized the
taxes on this kind of property. As the
law now stands, only a portion of the
mortgages secured by real estate are
taxed. This law would have got them
ill, as it provided the tax must be
paid when the mortgage was recorded.
The hill also would have brought rev
enue to the state from foreign loan
companies doing business in this state.

"The good roads legislation will help
to pull Missouri out of the mire. A by

Club, who is in charge of the census, resolution giving the small road dis-T- he

canvass shows that there are trict the right to make levies for
many vacant houses in the city. ' roads will help the rural districts a

THE WEATHER

For Columbia and Vicinity: Generally
fair tonight and Thursday; not muchchange In temperature; lowest tonight a
few decrees abore freezing.

For Missouri: Partly cloudy tonight andThursday; not much change In temper-
ature.

Shippers' Forecast: Prepare shipments
within a radius of 200 miles of Colum-
bia to withstand temperatures as fol-
lows: West and North 32; Kust and Sontn
above freezing.

Local Data.
The highest temperature In Columbia

yesterday was 40 and the lowest last night
was 35; precipitation 01: relative hu-
midity p. m. yesterday 87 per cent. Ayear ago today the highest temperature
was ,i ana me lowest 41; precipitation
0.00 Inch.

The Almanac.
Sun rises today, 6:11 a. m. Sun sets,

0:22 p. m.
Moon rises. 5:01 a. m.

The Temperatures Td.r.
7 a. m. 33 11 a. m. 54
S a. iU 40 12 m. 57
9 a. m. 48 1 p. m. 59

10 a. m. 49 2 p. m. 61

great deal. Special road districts, by
this resolution, have the right to raise
money without resorting to bonds.

Cadet Appointments to End.
"A bill doing away with the appoint-

ment of cadets to the Missouri Mili
tary School was passed. This was
thought advisable, because under the
prevailing system, not all students
have a fair chance, as there are only
a small number of appointments to be
made."

This was Mr. Harris second term in
the senate. He has previously serv-
ed two tcrmas representative. In
his opinion his constituents indorse
his actions in the Assembly just end-

ed.
The last measure passed by the Leg-

islature was Senator Harris joint and
concurrent resolution for the sub-

mission ofa constitutional amendment
undfr which special road districts
may make an annual levy of 75 cents
on the $100 valuation.

WILL HAVniESEIl

Columbia "to Get $16,000
Tank Council Is Unani-

mous for Proposition.

Columbia will have that long wish- -
ed-f- or reservoir as the result of the

vote in fav
or of the proposition at the meeting
last night. The measure was intro
duced and passed after it had been
learned that the wells which furnish
Columbia's water supply were large
enough to furnish a reservoir con-

tinuously with water for some time.
M. E. Fawks, superintendent of the

Water and Light Department and J3.
B. McDonnell, chairman of the Water
and Light Committee of the Council,
requested that the reservoir be con-

structed In the basin of the lake
now being used as a water reservoir.
The tank will be made of concrete. It
will cost about $16,000, although the
detailed plans have not been made and
a definite estimate cannot be made. It
is planned to place the construction
of the reservoir In, the hands of the
superintendent of the Water and Light
Department and the City engineer.
They will submit plans and estimate
costs as soon as possible.

The polling places and judges for
the city election to be held April 3

were named by .the council. First
Ward, Belden Hall; judges, Democ-

rats, Al Allton, John Challis, George
Denham; Republicans, Emmet Fay,
Irvin Rose, C. A. Cottle. Second
Ward, courthouse; Democratic judges,
W. B. Kelllher, N. H. Hickman, A. if.
Dinwiddie; Republican judges, Alex
Stewart, Frank Oliver, Pat Woods
Third Ward, Chandler's barn; Demo-

cratic judges, Virgil Potts, B. E. Mil-

ler, A. C. Hulen; Republican judges,
L. G. Kohlbusch, C. W. Loomis, Em
manuel Davis. Fourth Ward. W. K.

Stone's garage; Democratic judges,
V. Bailey, O. R. Johnson, C, S. Ballew;
Republican judges, Simon Hedrick, W.

C. Gibbs, Frank Dunlap.
The following accounts were allow-

ed: general revenue, $97.78; security,
fund, $72.50; water and light fund,
$2,826.

The contract for construction of
walks on the east side of South Eighth
street was allowed to John X. Fellows.
Through Lakenan Price, the condem-

nation of a brick sidewalk in front of
P. Venable's property on Eighth

street, was protested. The matter was
referred to the streets and sidewalks
committee for consideration, the re-

port to be made at the next meeting.

Student' Wife and Daughter Die.

William Wallach. a student in the
College of Arts and Science, received
word yesterday of the death of his
wife and daughter at their home in
New York. Their death was caused

asphyxiation, but whether it was

an accident is not known here. Mr.
Wallach left immediately for New
York.

ST. LIMANN ID
10J HEAD CONSUL

City Delegates Win This Aft-
ernoon in the State Lodge

Election.

COCHRAN RAN CLOSE

Day Spent in Hearing Re-

ports of Committees, Res-

olutions, Other Business.

The city delegates won when W. H.
Hughes of St. Louis was elected head
consul of the W.O.W. at 4:30 o'clock
this afternoon' over O. W. Cochran of
Cooper County. Mr.. Hughes received
254 votes and Mr. Cochran, 221 votes.
After the election of Mr. Hughes the
convention tdok a recess until 5:30
o'clock to watch the cadets drill.

The 500 delegates of the state con- -
; VAnHnn f tn TIT... A .... --. .!. Ti. .,.!1.U11UH u me nuuuiucu ui me wunu
spent a long, arduous day in the Uni-
versity Auditorium, dealing with some-
what intricate details of lodge affairs,
resolutions, reports of committees and
finally late this afternoon the elec-

tion of officers. The task of elect-
ing new officers, a question that had
caused some fractional contests such
as the alignment of the country
against the city delegates, was not
reached until after 3 o'clock.

The session this morning was filled
with lively discussion, intermingled
with good-natur- raillery. The meet
ing was called to order by Calude
Manlove, head consul and the dele-
gates at once proceeded to business.
A motion was introduced to hold the
elecUon of the state officers of the
lodge at 10:30, but this met with dis-

favor. After discussion 'the time for
election was set for 2:30 this after-
noon, in order to give the factions
time to talk over the situation. But
it was later than that before the nom-

inations were started.
C. G. Cross of St Louis, former head

consul, gave a report of the last Na-

tional Convention. He said that At-

lanta, -- Ga.-, was selected-a- s the next
convention city. New York wa sec-

ond choice and Excelsior Springs
third.

One of the features of the morning
meeting was the lively discussion in
regard to the powers of the committee
"on rules. The Rev. A. N. Lindsey. of
Clinton, former candidate for gover-
nor, contended that the committee
should have power to throw out rules
at its own discretion and W.H.Hughes,
candidate for head consul of the lodge,
maintained that they should all be
presented before the convention and
that the committee on rules should
act only in an advisory capacity.

After an hour's discussion of the
method of considering resolutions, the
Rev. A, N. Lindsey of Clinton, speak-
ing in behalf of the committee on res-

olutions, suggested that the commit-
tee be given power to consider every
resolution. The suggestion was ac-

cepted.
Reports of the committees on the

Boys of Woodcraft, Woodman's Me-

morial Home, log rolling, and appeals
and grievances were accepted. It was
said by a member of the log rolling
committe that arrangements are now
being made for a log rolling picnic
in Northwest Missouri next fall.

The committee on resolutions, this
afternoon referred eight resolutions
to the consideration of the assembly.
The first extended thanks and appre-
ciation to the University and Presi-
dent Hill for the use of the Auditor-
ium. The next expressed the grati-
tude of the delegates for the hospital-
ity shown by the city was also unan-
imously received. The other resolu-
tions dealt with business matters.

W.O.W. CONVENTION
The selection of state officers and

sovereign delegates disclosed the us-

ual division of convention delegates
into factions. Three divisions ap-

peared in the convention this morn-
ing during the discussion or candi-
dates. The leading division included
the independents In opposition to the
administration organization. W. H.
Hughes of St Louis, past head con-

sul of Missouri, was supported for
as head consul by the in

dependent faction against O. W. Coch-

ran of Gooch Mill, Cooper County, who
was favored by the administration
heads. When A. L. Pratt of Llnneus.
floor leader for the administration fac
tion, introduced a resolution during
the morning session that the election
ot officers be set for 10:30 o'clock.
Hughes jumped to his feet with a hot
reply, intimating that the administra- -

(Continued on Page 4).
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